Cherubism: A Case Report with Surgical Intervention.
Cherubism is a rare benign, autosomal-dominant hereditary fibro-osseous condition predominantly affecting the jaws. Symmetrical cyst-like expansions of the jaws cause the characteristic facial swellings. The disease is often associated with severe malposition of teeth. The gene for cherubism is src homology 3 binding protein 2 (SH3BP2) located on chromosome 4p16.3. The repeated experience of this self-limiting disorder in affected individuals published in the medical literature has resulted in a wait-and-see strategy regarding therapeutic options. Indeed, cessation and regression of even large bone expansions can be expected in early adulthood. Nevertheless, severe facial disfiguring and functional impairment can make surgical intervention necessary. This report details the surgical procedures carried out in a patient with progressive and disfiguring jaw expansions at the end of adolescence, the mutation of SH3BP2 gene, and the limited effect of surgically assisted orthodontic tooth movement in a patient with disease-associated impaired tooth development and tooth eruption.